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Janasanyog/CF/2276/21

No. ATDC/2822/2017/11/

CANCELLATION NOTICE

Due to some unavoidable circumstances the
Press Notice vide No. ATDC/2822/2017/10/1445 dtd.
20.09.2021, Extension Notice No. ATDC/2822/2017/
10/1821 dtd. 22.10.2021, Second Extension Notice
No. ATDC/2822/2017/10/1980 dtd. 02.11.2021 &
Third Extension Notice No. ATDC/2822/2017/10/
2261 dtd. 16.11.2021 for “Operation & Management
for running the Wayside Amenity Centre, North
Salmara” is hereby cancelled. The Bidders who had
submitted their Bids against the said notice no. are
requested to take back their Bids in original from
the office of the undersigned at an early date.

Sd/- Managing Director

Assam Tourism Dev. Corpn. Ltd.Janasanyog/CF/2262/21

File No. AYUSH/11/2021/148

ADVERTISEMENT
Online applications are invited from the citizens of India as defined under Article 5 and 6 of the Constitution of India for filling up of the following
vacancies of different cadre of Grade-III posts (technical & non-technical) for filling up existing vacant posts and newly created posts in the Directorate
of AYUSH, Assam and different Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic Colleges of the State under the establishment of the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam.

SI. Name of post No. of posts Category wise break-up of total vacancies

No. vacant UR SC ST(P) ST(H) OBC / MOBC PWD EWS

1 Office Supervising Asstt. 1 1

2 Computer Operator 1 1

3 Typist cum Computer Operator 1 1

4 Rasashala Assistant 1 1

5 Plant Collector 1 1

6 LDA 3 2 1

7 LDA Cum Typist 1 1

8 LDA cum Store Keeper 1 1

9 Store Clerk 1 1

10 Accountant 1 1

11 Librarian 1 1

Total 13 12 1

(The reservation for women (RFW) will be as per prevailing Government rules/ norms.)

Eligibility Criteria & other details:

The statement showing the name of post, requisite qualification, Scale of Pay with Grade Pay and other allowances as admissible as per ROP,
2017 rules, of the above mentioned posts, as shown:

SI. Name of post Requisite qualification Pay Scale Grade
No. Pay

1 Office B.Com from a University recognized by the Government with 1 (one) year Diploma/ Rs. 14,000 – Rs.7400/-
Supervising Asstt. Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute. Rs.60,500

2 Computer Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from a University recognized by the State Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Operator Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with 1 Rs.60,500

(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.

3 Typist cum Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from a University recognized by the State Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Computer Operator Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with 1 Rs.60,500

(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.

4 Rasashala B. Sc (Major in Chemistry) from a University recognized by the Government with 1 Rs.14,000 – Rs,6200/-
Assistant (one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute. Rs.60,500

5 Plant Collector B. Sc (Major in Botany) from a University recognized by the Government with 1 Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute. Rs.60,500

6 LDA Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from a University recognized by the State Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with 1 Rs.60,500
(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.

7 LDA Cum Typist Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from a University recognized by the State Rs. 14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with 1 Rs.60,500
(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.

8 LDA cum Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from a University recognized by the State Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Store Keeper Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with 1 Rs.60,500

(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.

9 Store Clerk Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from. a University recognized by the State Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with 1 Rs.60,500
(one) year Diploma / Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute.

10 Accountant B.Com from a University recognized by the Government with 1 (one) year Diploma Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
/ Certificate in Computer Application from a recognized Institute. Rs.60,500

11 Librarian Graduation in Arts, Commerce or Science from a University recognized by the State Rs.14,000 – Rs.6200/-
Government or a degree equivalent thereto and recognized the Government with Rs.60,500
Library Science.

(The number of posts mentioned is indicative only and may vary at the time of final selection on either side)

1. AGE LIMIT:

The category-wise age limit as on the last date of receipt of application is as under:

SI.No. Category Minimum age (in years) Maximum age (in years)

1 UNRESERVED 18 40

2 OBC / MOBC 18 43

3 SC/ ST 18 45

4 PWD 18 50

Important Dates

SI.No. Description Date & Time

1 Submission of online application starts from The date and time shall be notified shortly in the official website of the

2 Last date for submission of online application Directorate of AYUSH, Assam (www.ayush.assam.gov.in)

2. APPLICATION FEE: No fee is required to be paid.

3. Selection Process:

i. Selection process shall be notified in the official website of the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam (www. ayush.assam.gov.in) in due course of time.

ii. The online application form shall also be uploaded in the same portal shortly. The candidates are requested to keep a watch in the portal.

iii. Preference to contractual employees etc. – Preference shall be given to contractual employees under NHM and other societies under
Health & Family Welfare Department, Assam who apply for any post under this advertisement.

4. TERMS & CONDITIONS:

Intending candidates are to check the official website of the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam (www.ayush.assam.gov.in) for detail terms &
conditions and other criteria’s of the recruitment process which will be published in due course of time.

Sd/- Director of AYUSH, Assam
Dispur, Guwahati-6.Janasanyog/DF/1947/21

MUMBAI, Dec 8: President Ram

Nath Kovind on Wednesday award-

ed the ‘President’s Standard’, a rare

honour for its distinguished serv-

ice, to the 22nd Missile Vessel

Squadron, the unit that had bombed

and sank Pakistan Navy’s vessels in

the 1971 war.

The President said the honour is

the testimony to the services ren-

dered by the past and present offic-

ers of the squadron.

The year also marks the 50 years

since the inception of the Missile

Vessel Squadron, also known as the

‘Killers’, which over the past five

decades have maintained the capa-

bility of delivering a credible offen-

sive punch from the sea.

“The timing of this award could

not have been more befitting as our

nation is celebrating ‘Swarnim Vi-

jay Varsh’. The presentation of the

Standard is a testimony to the ex-

ceptional service rendered by offic-

ers and sailors, past and present, of

this squadron to our nation,” Presi-

dent Kovind said at the ceremony.

Based in Mumbai, the Missile

Vessel Squadron has participated in

Operation Vijay, Operation Par-

akram and most recently, during the

heightened security state following

the Pulwama attack in 2019 de-

ployed within striking distance off

the Pakistan coast.

The 22nd Missile Vessel Squad-

SRINAGAR, Dec 8:

Three unidentified militants

were killed in an encounter

with security forces in Sho-

pian district of Jammu and

Kashmir on Wednesday, po-

lice said.

Security forces launched

a cordon-and-search opera-

tion in Chack-i-Cholan vil-

lage in Shopian following in-

formation about the pres-

ence of militants there, a po-

lice official said.

He said the operation

turned into an encounter af-

ter militants fired at the se-

curity forces, who retaliated.

One ultra was killed in the

early exchange of firing be-

tween the two sides, the offi-

NEW DELHI, Dec 8: The

Union Cabinet on Wednesday

approved the funding and im-

plementation of the Rs

44,605 crore Ken-Betwa in-

ter-linking of rivers project,

which will address the water

scarcity in the Bundelkhand

region spanning across Mad-

hya Pradesh and poll-bound

Uttar Pradesh.

The Union Cabinet has ap-

proved a Central support of Rs

39,317 crore for the project,

covering a grant of Rs 36,290

crore and a loan of Rs 3,027

crore, Information and Broad-

casting Minister Anurag

Thakur told reporters here.

This will pave the way for

more such projects for inter-

linking of rivers in the coun-

try, he added.

The Ken-Betwa project

involves the transfer of wa-

ter from the Ken River to

the Betwa River through the

construction of the Daudhan

dam (the Lower Orr project,

Kotha Barrage) and a canal

MUMBAI, Dec 8: Observing that a ses-

sions court judge cannot stay operation of his

own order, the Bombay High Court on

Wednesday quashed and set aside a special

court’s order staying the bail granted to crick-

et bookie Naresh Gaur in the Antilia bomb

scare case.

A single bench of Justice SK Shinde was

hearing an application filed by Gaur, challeng-

ing the special NIA court’s decision to stay

the bail granted to him for 25 days.

In the order, Justice Shinde noted that a

sessions court judge does not have the pow-

er to stay his own order and that only the

high court can stay the operation of a bail or-

der where it deems necessary so as to pre-

vent abuse of process of the court or to meet

the ends of justice.

“In my view, the Code of Criminal Proce-

Kovind presents ‘President’s Standard’ to
Navy’s 22nd Missile Vessel Squadron

ron was formally established at

Mumbai in October 1991 with 10

Veer Class and 3 Prabal Class mis-

sile boats. However, the genesis of

‘Killers’ dates back to the year 1969,

with the induction of OSA I Class

missile boats from the erstwhile

USSR to bolster the strength of the

Indian Navy.

These missile boats were trans-

ported to India on heavy-lift mer-

chant ships and commissioned in

early 1971 at Kolkata. They were

baptised by fire in the same year

during the Indo-Pak War of 1971

where they played a decisive role

in the outcome of the war.

On the intervening night of De-

cember 4-5, 1971, the youngest

warriors of a young Indian Navy

drew first blood when they launched

a devastating offensive on the Paki-

stan Navy. Indian Navy ships Nirghat,

Nipat and Veer fired their Styx mis-

siles and sank Pakistan Navy ships

Khyber and Muhafiz.

Code-named Op Trident, this

operation is considered to be one of

the most successful operations in

modern naval history, with no casu-

alties being sustained by the Indian

forces.

The Navy carried out another

daring attack on the intervening

night of December 8-9, when INS

Vinash, along with two frigates,

launched four Styx missiles, sink-

ing the Pakistan Naval Fleet Tanker

Dacca and inflicting substantial dam-

age to Keamari Oil Storage Facili-

ty at Karachi.

The President said the 22nd

Missile Vessel Squadron has un-

dertaken a steady journey over the

past five decades.

Known for their speed and

fire-power,  these ships had

played a crucial role in the 1971

war, he noted.

He said Operations Trident and

Python saw Indian ships sinking Pa-

kistan naval ships on the western

seaboard and striking a lethal blow

to the enemy’s war efforts.

“Fifty years ago, on this day, the

8th of December, Killer squadron

ships set ablaze the Karachi har-

bour, crippling the enemy morale,

enforcing a blockade on Karachi

and achieving total sea control. The

fact that these ships, primarily ac-

quired for shore defence, turned

out to be the most potent offensive

strike force for our Navy in battle

symbolises the sharpness and brav-

ery of our Navy personnel,” the

President said.

Over the years, the ‘Killers’

squadron has constantly evolved

through the induction of the Veer

and Prabal class of ships, he said.

The Prabal class ships are built

in India. It showcases the Navy’s

commitment towards indigenisa-

tion and the vision of ‘Aatmanirb-

har Bharat’. – PTI

President Ram Nath Kovind receives a Guard of Honour during the presentation of ‘President Standard’ to the
22nd Missile Vessel Squadron, on Wednesday. – PTI

3 militants killed in J-K encounter
cial said.

During the day-long gun-

battle, two more militants

were killed, he added. He said

the identity and group affilia-

tion of the slain militants is

being ascertained.

Meanwhile, Jammu and

Kashmir Police accorded

sanction for the seizure of a

truck used for terror activi-

ties, taking the number of

such seizures under the Un-

lawful Activities (Preven-

tion) Act (UAPA) to 75 this

year. Five residential hous-

es, six shops, land and cash

have also been seized under

the Act till date, a police

spokesperson said.

Quoting an order issued by

the police headquarters

here, he said sanction was ac-

corded for the seizure of a

truck, which was used by its

owner to give shelter to a

terrorist who was arrested

along with a huge quantity of

explosive substances and

other arms and ammunition

from the vehicle on the out-

skirts of Srinagar recently.

The spokesperson said the

evidence collected during the

course of investigation, fol-

lowing the arrest of the ter-

rorist, revealed that the truck

has been sold thrice to differ-

ent persons before being pur-

chased by Mohd Shafi Dar and

was being used for harbour-

ing the terrorist. – PTI

Antilia bomb scare case

HC quashes NIA court’s order
staying bail to bookie Gaur

dure (CrPC) does not empower the Ses-

sions Judge to stay the operation of his or-

der of grant of bail. That even otherwise,

the learned Sessions Judge has not justified

the order (granting stay) by recording the

reasons in suspending his own order,” Jus-

tice Shinde said.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA)

had arrested Gaur in March this year, accus-

ing him of being involved in the Antilia bomb

scare case and in the killing of businessman

Mansukh Hiran.

Antilia is the name of the multi-story resi-

dence of businessman Mukesh Ambani in

south Mumbai, near which an explosives-lad-

en vehicle was found parked in February this

year. A few days later, Hiran, who purported-

ly owned that vehicle, was found dead in a

creek in Thane. – PTI

Cabinet nod for funding of
Ken-Betwa linking project

linking the two rivers (the

Bina Complex Multipurpose

project).

The project will ensure an

annual irrigation of over 10.62

lakh hectares of land, drinking

water supply to a population

of about 62 lakh and also gen-

erate 103 MW of hydropower

and 27 MW of solar power.

It is expected to be imple-

mented in 8 years with state-

of-the-art technology.

“The project will be of im-

mense benefit to the water-

starved Bundelkhand region,

spread across the States of

Madhya Pradesh and Uttar

Pradesh,” a statement said.

The Ken-Betwa project

will benefit the districts of

Panna, Tikamgarh, Chhatar-

pur, Sagar, Damoh, Datia,

Vidisha, Shivpuri and Raisen

in Madhya Pradesh and Ban-

da, Mahoba, Jhansi and Lalit-

pur in Uttar Pradesh.

“The project also compre-

hensively provides for envi-

ronment management and

safeguards. For this purpose,

a comprehensive landscape

management plan is under fi-

nalisation by the Wildlife In-

stitute of India,” the state-

ment said. – PTI

Nod to Dam
Safety Bill

NEW DELHI, Dec 8:

Parliament on Wednesday

passed a Bill that seeks to

set up an institutional

mechanism for the safety

of specified dams in the

country.

Rajya Sabha had passed

The Dam Safety Bill on

December 2 with minor

amendments, including

changing the year in the

title of the Bill from 2019

to 2021. Jal Shakti Minis-

ter Gajendra Singh Shek-

hawat moved amend-

ments to the Bill in Lok

Sabha, which approved it

with a voice vote. – PTI
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File No. AYUSH/11/2021/145

ADVERTISEMENT
Online applications are invited from the citizens of India as defined under Article 5 and 6 of the Constitution of India for filling up of the following vacancies of

different cadre of Grade-IV posts for filling up existing vacant posts and newly created posts in the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam and different Ayurvedic and

Homoeopathic colleges of the State under the establishment of the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam.

Sl. No. Name of post No. of posts Category wise break-up of total vacancies

vacant UR SC ST(P) ST(H) OBC/MOBC PWD EWS

1 Office Peon 4 1 3

2 Chowkider 2 2

3 Sweeper 3 3

4 Grade-IV 26 7 3 3 3 4 6

5 Mali 1 1

6 Museum keeper 1 1

7 Attendant 1 1

8 Ward Boy 2 2

9 Ward Girl, 2 1 1

10 Cook 1 1

Total 43 19 3 3 3 9 6

(The reservation for women (RFW) will be as per prevailing Government rules/ norms.)

Eligibility Criteria & other details:

The requisite qualification, Scale of Pay with Grade Pay and other allowances as admissible as per ROP, 2017 rules, of the above mentioned posts, as shown:

1. Requisite qualification: Class VIII passed

2. Scale of Pay: 12,000 – 52,000

3. Grade Pay: 3,900

1. AGE LIMIT:

The category-wise age limit as on the last date of receipt of application is as under:

SI.No. Category Minimum age (in years) Maximum age (in years)

1 UNRESERVED 18 40

2 OBC / MOBC 18 43

3 SC/ ST 18 45

4 PWD 18 50

Important Dates

SI.No. Description Date & Time

1 Submission of online application starts from The date and time shall be notified shortly in the official website of the Directorate

2 Last date for submission of online application of AYUSH, Assam (www.ayush.assam.gov.in)

2. APPLICATION FEE: No fee is required to be paid.

Selection Process:

i. Selection process shall be notified in the official website of the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam (www.ayush.assam.gov.in) in due course of time.

ii. The online application form shall also be uploaded in the same portal shortly. The candidates are requested to keep a watch in the portal.

iii. Preference to contractual employees etc. – Preference shall be given to contractual employees under NHM and other societies under Health & Family

Welfare Department, Assam who apply for any post under this advertisement.

3. TERMS & CONDITIONS:

Intending candidates are to check the official website of the Directorate of AYUSH, Assam (www.ayush.assam.gov.in) for detail terms & conditions and

other criteria’s of the recruitment process which will be published in due course of time.

Sd/- Director of AYUSH, Assam

Janasanyog/DF/1943/21 Dispur, Guwahti-6

No. CS-5/12/2021-22/01

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Superintending Engineer, PWD (R&B) Haflong Circle, Haflong on behalf of Governor of

Assam invites bids from the approved and eligible contractors registered with PWRD Assam

for the followin work under SOPD-G for the year 2021-22 as stated in the table below. Detailed

may be seen at the office of the undersinged from 15.12.2021 during office hours.

Sl. Name of Name of work Approx Bid value Bid Security Cost of Bid

No. Division including 12% (in Rs.) Document

GST & 1% LWC (in Rs.)

(in Rs.) For General For SC/

ST/OBC

1 PWD (R&B) Reconstruction of 1,80,70,551.00 3,61,411.00 1,80,706.00 5,500.00

Haflong Damages of Haflong

Division Jatinga Road at 5th km

under SOPD-G for the

year 2021-22.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer, PWD (R&B)

Janasanyog/CF/2266/21 Haflong Circle, Haflong

QUOTATION NOTICE
Itemized Quotations are invited affixing court fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight and

Twenty Five Paisa) only from the local firms and dealers for Printing of Flex Banner Printing of

Hoarding/ Printing of Leaflet/ Printing of Booklet as mentioned below will be received by the

Controller of Legal Metrology, Assam , Guwahati-7 up to I P.M. of the 20th December ’2021 and

will be opened on the same day at 3 P.M. in presence of the quotationer or their representatives

if present at that time.

Particulars of the Items: Rate

1. Printing of Flex Banner, Size= 1 m x 2m Per Unit

2. Printing of Hoardings, Size = 75 cm x 2m do

3. Printing of Leaflet in Black & white A5 Size do

4. Printing of Booklet: (Multi Color) Per 3000 copies

(Size = 1/16 D/D, Paper: 130 GSM (Glossy)

(Page: 16 including Cover)

General Condition:

1. The quotations must furnish copy of the GST Registration, Pan Card with their quotation.

2. The rates and taxes (GST) payable should be indicated against the item quoted.

3. Only itemized quotation should be submitted.

4. The rates will be valid for 12 months from the date of acceptance of the quotation.

5. The supply of the materials (printed documents) will have to be made within 7 days from

the date of placing order at their own cost.

6. The Controller of Legal Metrology, Assam is not bound to accept the lowest or any other

quotation.

7. The decision of the Controller of Legal Metrology, Assam will be final in all respect.

Sd/- Controller of Legal Metrology, (i/c)

Janasanyog/C/8704/21 Assam, Guwahati

Janasanyog/DF/1951/21

PEARL HARBOR (US),

Dec 8: A few dozen survivors

of Pearl Harbor and other

veterans gathered  on Tues-

day at the site of the bomb-

ing 80 years ago to remem-

ber those killed in the attack

by Japan that launched the US

into World War-II.

The USS Chung-Hoon, a

guided missile destroyer,

passed in front of the pier

with its sailors “manning the

rails,” or lining the ship’s

edge, to honour the World

War-II veterans present.

David Russell, a 101-year-

old from Albany, Oregon,

who survived the attack

while on the USS Oklahoma,

stood to salute  the destroy-

er on behalf of the veterans.

Herb Elfring, 99, said he

was glad to return to Pearl

Harbor considering he al-

most didn’t live through the

aerial assault.

“It was just plain good to

get back and be able to par-

ticipate in the remembrance

of the day,” Elfring told re-

Pearl Harbor survivors gather on 80th
anniversary of attack

porters over the weekend.

Elfring was in the Army,

assigned to the 251st Coast

Artillery, part of the Califor-

nia National Guard on De-

cember 7, 1941. He recalled

Japanese planes flying over-

head and bullets strafing his

Army base at Camp Mala-

kole, a few miles down the

coast from Pearl Harbor.

Elfring, who lives in Jack-

son, Michigan, said he has

returned to Hawaii about 10

times to attend the annual

memorial ceremony hosted

by the Navy and the National

Park Service.

About 30 survivors and

about 100 other veterans of

the war joined him this year.

Veterans stayed home last

year due to the coronavirus

pandemic and watched a

livestream of the event in-

stead. Most attendees this

year wore masks.

They observed a moment

of silence at 7:55 am, the

same minute the attack be-

gan decades ago.

Navy Secretary Carlos Del

Toro recounted in his keynote

address how Petty Officer 1st

Class Joe George tossed a

line to the USS Arizona that

six men trapped by fire in the

battleship’s control tower

used to cross to his ship, the

USS Vestal. Five of the six

survived. Among them was

Donald Stratton of Red Cloud,

Nebraska, who died last year.

Del Toro said he recently met

with Stratton’s family.

“We sometimes talk about

our victory in World War-II

as though it was inevitable.

Only a matter of time. But

there was nothing inevitable

about one sailor’s decision to

toss that line,” Del Toro said.

He said it took millions of

individual acts of valour and

courage at home and over-

seas to get the nation through

the war.

The bombing killed more

than 2,300 US troops. Near-

ly half – or 1,177 – were

Marines and sailors serving

on the USS Arizona. David

Dilks, 95, travelled to Ha-

waii from Hatfield, Pennsyl-

vania, with his son-in-law.

Dilks enlisted out of high

school in 1944, going from

playing basketball one day

to serving in the Navy the

next. – AP

WASHINGTON, Dec 8:

President Joe Biden and

Vladimir Putin were still far

apart after two hours of talks

on the escalating crisis caused

by Russia’s massing of tens

of thousands of troops near

its border with Ukraine.

Biden delivered a simple

message during Tuesday’s

video call with Putin: Invade

Ukraine again and face pain-

ful sanctions that will do re-

sounding harm to your

economy.

Putin had his own blunt take,

according to his foreign advis-

er Yuri Ushakov, telling the US

President that “the Russian

troops are on their own terri-

tory, and they don’t threaten

anyone”. With no immediate

breakthrough to ease tensions

on the Ukraine question, the

US emphasised a need for di-

plomacy and de-escalation,

while issuing stern threats to

Russia about the high costs of

a military incursion.

Biden “told President Pu-

tin directly that if Russia fur-

ther invades Ukraine, the

United States and our Euro-

pean allies would respond

with strong economic meas-

ures,” US National Security

Biden-Putin talks on Ukraine
yield no breakthrough

Adviser Jake Sullivan said.

He added that Biden said

the US would also “provide

additional defensive materi-

al to the Ukrainians...And we

would fortify our

NATO allies on

the eastern flank

with additional ca-

pabilities in re-

sponse to such an escalation”.

White House officials made

clear that Biden is not inter-

ested in putting US troops in

harm’s way defending

Ukraine. But Sullivan added

that potential efforts to bol-

ster regional allies could lead

to additional deployments of

US troops to eastern Euro-

pean NATO allies.

A top US envoy, Victoria

Nuland, said a Russian inva-

sion of Ukraine would also

jeopardise a controversial

pipeline between Russia and

Germany known as Nord

Stream 2. She told

the Senate Foreign

Relations Commit-

tee on Tuesday that

if Russia invaded,

“our expectation is that the

pipeline will be suspended”.

Ushakov dismissed the sanc-

tions threat during his own

comments to reporters fol-

lowing the leaders’ meeting.

“While the US President

talked about possible sanc-

tions, our President empha-

sised what Russia needs,”

Ushakov said. “Sanctions

aren’t something new, they

have been in place for a long

time and will not have any

effect.”

He described the Presi-

dents’ video conference as

“candid and businesslike,”

adding that they also ex-

changed occasional jokes.

The two leaders met on the

80th anniversary of the Japa-

nese attack on Pearl Harbour,

a defining moment that led to

the US entry in World War-

II. They commiserated about

the cost of that conflict to their

own families, Ushakov noted.

Hours before the high-stakes

call, Biden and First Lady Jill

Biden visited a war memori-

al in Washington to commem-

orate the solemn anniversa-

ry. In a brief snippet of the start

of their meeting broadcast by

Russian state television, the

two leaders offered friendly

greetings to each other. “I

welcome you, Mr President,”

Putin said, speaking with a

Russian flag behind him and a

video monitor showing Biden

in front of him.

At the White House, Sulli-

van called it “a useful meet-

ing,” allowing Biden to lay

out in candid terms where

America stands. – AP

LONDON, Dec 8: British

Prime Minister Boris John-

son was on Wednesday forced

to “apologise unreservedly”

after a leaked internal Down-

ing Street video emerged

showing his press office staff

joking about a party in De-

cember last year, at a time

when the UK was under

strict lockdown rules.

Addressing

the weekly

Prime Minis-

ter’s Ques-

tions session at

the House of

Commons, Johnson started off

with an apology and an-

nounced an internal inquiry by

his Cabinet Secretary Simon

Case to establish the full facts

around the leaked video.

He, however, maintained

that no party actually took

place that would have been

in breach of the lockdown

rules at the time.

“I was also furious and I

apologise unreservedly for

the offence it had caused up

PM Johnson apologises,
orders probe

and down the country, and I

apologise for the impression

it gives,” said Johnson, with

reference to the video.

“I have been repeatedly

assured since these allega-

tions emerged that there was

no party and that no COVID

rules were broken… the Cab-

inet Secretary has been

charged to establish all the

facts and it

goes without

saying that if

those rules

were broken

then there

will be disciplinary action for

all those involved,” he said.

The Prime Minister faced off

with a furious Opposition La-

bour Party Leader, Sir Keir

Starmer, who dismissed his

opening statement as raising

more questions than answers.

“Millions of people now

think the Prime Minister

was taking them for fools and

they were lied to – they

were right, weren’t they,”

he said. – PTI

Downing Street
‘party in breach

of lockdown rules

FS Shringla
calls on PM
Hasina in

Dhaka
DHAKA, Dec 8: Foreign

Secretary Harsh Vardhan

Shringla on Wednesday called

on Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina here and discussed the

forthcoming state visit of

President Ram Nath Kovind

to Dhaka on the occasion of

50 years of Victory Day and

Liberation of Bangladesh.

Shringla, who arrived here

on a two-day official visit to

review the wide-ranging co-

operation between the two

neighbours, also conveyed

greetings of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to Premier

Hasina on the 50th anniver-

sary of Maitri Diwas or

Friendship Day during the

courtesy call on her at the

Premier’s official residence

‘Ganabhaban’.

“Foreign Secretary

@harshvshringla called on

PM Sheikh Hasina and con-

veyed greetings of PM

@narendramodi on the 50th

anniversary of #MaitriDi-

was. Noted the successful

joint celebration of

#MaitriDiwas in 16 coun-

tries in addition to Delhi and

Dhaka,” the Indian High

Commission in Bangladesh

tweeted.

India and Bangladesh cele-

brated ‘Maitri Diwas’ on

Monday, marking India rec-

ognising the newly-formed

country of Bangladesh in

1971. The day was celebrat-

ed across 18 countries.

“Discussed forthcoming

visit of Hon’ble President

@rashtrapatibhvn on the oc-

casion of 50 years of Victory

Day & Liberation of Bangla-

desh,” the mission said in

another tweet.

President Kovind is expect-

ed to travel to Dhaka on a state

visit from December 15 to 17.

According to the Bangla-

desh PMO spokesman,

Shringla said there remained

some small issues across the

India-Bangladesh borders,

which could be settled

through holding meetings

between Border Guard

Bangladesh (BGB) and Bor-

der Security Force (BSF).

“Bangladesh and India

have settled down all major

issues, and some small issues

along the border between

the two countries can be

solved through holding meet-

ings between BGB and BSF,

(and) we want this issue to

be resolved as well,” he said.

The Foreign Secretary

said normalcy was coming

back to India after recover-

ing from the setback of

COVID-19 pandemic while

the country was cautious

against massive spread of

the Omicron variant. Shrin-

gla thanked Dhaka for invit-

ing President Kovind in the

50th Victory Day celebration

programme and termed it

as a “special bond of friend-

ship”. – PTI
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